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Carolinians. Let’s try to put that job 
loss statistic into perspective. The dis-
tinguished chairman of the Finance 
Committee, Senator ROTH, knows that 
there are only 412,000 jobs in the entire 
state of Delaware. A senior member of 
his committee, Senator BAUCUS, who 
was a conferee on this legislation, sure-
ly is aware that there are only 389,000 
total jobs in Montana. Alaska has 
289,000 jobs, Wyoming has 235,000 jobs, 
Vermont 296,000, South Dakota 381,000 
and North Dakota 325,000 jobs. 

Perhaps Senators would feel dif-
ferently about U.S. trade policy if all 
of the workers instead of their entire 
states lost their jobs in the last decade. 
Yet that’s the precarious state of tex-
tile and apparel in America, Mr. Presi-
dent, and Congress continues to pro-
mote policies that will further erode 
the industry. 

In the textile communities of North 
Carolina, where 18 plants shut down in 
1999 alone, you can bet they don’t talk 
much about the booming economy. 
They’re talking about something else. 

Last April, I held a hearing in the 
Foreign Relations Committee on the 
effects of NAFTA five years after it 
took effect. Among those who provided 
testimony was a wonderfully unassum-
ing women named Vontella Dabbs. Ms. 
Dabbs works at Delta Mills in Maiden, 
North Carolina, and although she was 
seated at the same table with Ambas-
sador Richard Fischer and Pat Bu-
chanan, she stole the show. 

I am going to quote extensively from 
her testimony because it’s important 
and it bears repeating again and again. 
She said the following:

I come to you not as an expert in any field, 
not as a politically motivated person, but 
simply as an American that is deeply con-
cerned for both my future and the future of 
my family and friends. I cannot quote you 
statistics or give you fancy computer-gen-
erated data to support some theory about 
foreign trade. What I can give you are honest 
and heartfelt feelings about what’s going on 
in our community, as related to the foreign 
trade agreements and the people who work 
in textile plants . . . 

Today . . . modern textile companies and 
plants are threatened by one thing that I feel 
can put an end to our entire industry. This 
threat is that we are not being given a fair 
opportunity to compete with foreign busi-
ness on a level playing field. Many of the 
well-intentioned laws, treaties, and trade 
agreements enacted during the past few 
years have made the competition between 
domestic and foreign textile business unfair, 
in favor of the foreign producers. These trea-
ties and laws and trade agreements have not 
really opened up the world to American tex-
tiles, as was intended, but instead have 
opened our borders for foreign manufacturers 
to flood our country with goods produced 
with near slave labor in deplorable condi-
tions for workers. These agreements have 
also created an incentive for American man-
ufacturers to close the door on American 
manufacturing and go south to Mexico and 
the Caribbean to invest millions in foreign 
countries. And by doing this, they are put-
ting thousands of hard-working Americans 
out of a job.

It’s hard to argue with that, Mr. 
President, though I have no doubt that 
many of my colleagues will try to do 
so. I can hear them now, saying that 
may comparable new jobs have been 
created through the growth of the re-
tail industry. To which the textile 
communities of North Carolina say, 
‘‘Thanks for nothing.’’ Textile jobs pay 
63 percent more than retail jobs. While 
the average mill worker earns wages of 
$440.59 a week, retail workers make 
only $270.90. 

Worse, the loss of textile jobs means 
money is drained from the economies 
of the hardest-hit communities, mak-
ing it impossible for these towns to 
support this highly touted new retail 
employment. When the mills close, 
workers can’t simply consult the local 
newspapers to get another job. Instead, 
they are forced to relocate, looking for 
those elusive retail jobs that pay bare-
ly more than half than the job they 
just lost, and are growing most rapidly 
in larger cities with a higher cost of 
living. 

With this in mind, the last thing 
Congress needs to do is increase the 
amount of cheap imports coming into 
our markets. Yet this is exactly what 
H.R. 434 will do. Even worse, however, 
the bill provides the perfect loophole 
for Asian countries to circumvent U.S. 
import restrictions. No wonder many 
people around town are starting to 
refer to this legislation as the ‘‘Chinese 
Transshipment Bill.’’

Here’s how Asian companies can eas-
ily conduct illegal transshipments 
from both African and Caribbean na-
tions, Mr. President. Asian companies, 
which currently must comply with U.S. 
quota and duty requirements, will sim-
ply set up shop in the nations that ben-
efit from this legislation. Once they 
are in operation, it’s impossible to 
know whether garments are actually 
assembled in Africa or the Caribbean or 
being shipped to these countries from 
elsewhere. Then, under the bill, they 
can add another $3 billion to their cur-
rent agreements with the United 
States. 

Mr. President, these illegalities cer-
tainly won’t benefit American textile 
companies—and it’s hard to see how it 
does much for the African and Carib-
bean nations that this bill is ostensibly 
designed to help. Instead, it merely al-
lows already-established Asian compa-
nies to use these nations as simple 
fronts for their own business. I cer-
tainly hope that’s not what the Senate 
has in mind. 

Mr. President, in my view, the deci-
mation of one of America’s most im-
portant industries is absolutely unac-
ceptable. I do not quarrel with the con-
tention that economic development in 
Africa and the Caribbean is an impor-
tant objective and ultimately in Amer-
ica’s best interest. Yet I fail to see why 
we must sacrifice an entire domestic 
industry to this international goal. 

Sadly enough, the Senate is now 
poised to do just that. I am realistic 
enough to know the ultimate outcome 
of this debate. But I would be remiss in 
my duty as a Senator from North Caro-
lina—and as an American—if I did not 
take a stand on behalf of the many 
thousands of workers who have paid—
and will continue to pay—the price for 
a U.S. trade policy willing to coun-
tenance the destruction of the textile 
industry and the communities it sup-
ports. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Senator from Kansas is recognized. 

Mr. BROWNBACK. I thank the Chair. 
(The remarks of Mr. BROWNBACK per-

taining to the introduction of S. 2540 
are located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that there be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FIGHTING NEUROFIBROMATOSIS 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I wel-

come the opportunity to call the atten-
tion of the Senate to 
neurofibromatosis, or NF, a cruel neu-
rological disorder that affects so many 
of our citizens. In the past, groups who 
come together to fight NF have asked 
Congress to designate May as ‘‘World 
Neurofibromatosis Awareness Month.’’ 
This year, they are directing their en-
ergies to more substantive issues. I 
commend NF Inc. and other advocates 
across the nation for their leadership 
and their strong commitment to this 
cause. 

NF is a genetic disorder of the nerv-
ous system that can cause tumors on 
nerves anywhere in the body at any 
time. It is a progressive disorder that 
affects all ethnic groups and both sexes 
equally. It is one of the most common 
genetic disorders in the United 
States—affecting one in every 4,000 
births. 

There are two genetically distinct 
forms of this disorder—NF–1 and NF–2. 
The effects are unpredictable and have 
varying manifestations and degrees of 
severity. 

NF–1 is the more common type, oc-
curring in about 1 in 4,000 people in the 
United States. Symptoms include five 
or more light brown skin spots known 
as café-au-lait macules, as well as tu-
mors that can grow on the eyes or 
spine. In most cases, the symptoms are 
mild and people can live normal and 
productive lives. In some cases, how-
ever, NF–1 can be severely debilitating. 

NF–2 is less common, affecting about 
1 in 40,000 people, and much more se-
vere. Tumors grow near the auditory 
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nerve and often cause pressure on other 
nerves in the head and the body. Tu-
mors also grow on the spine, and at-
tack the central nervous system. Peo-
ple with NF–2 often experience deaf-
ness, frequent headaches and facial 
pain, facial paralysis, cataracts, and 
difficulty with balance. 

There is no known cure for either 
form of the disorder, even though the 
genes for both NF–1 and NF–2 have 
been identified. Currently, NF has no 
treatment, other than the surgical re-
moval of tumors, which sometimes 
grow back. 

The disorder is not infectious. Only 
half of those affected with it have a 
prior family history of NF. If someone 
does not have NF, they cannot pass it 
on to their children. 

Talented researchers across the coun-
try are making impressive strides in 
finding a cure for this serious disorder. 
Thanks in great part to the research 
sponsored by the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke at 
NIH, scientists have already identified 
the two genes that cause NF, and sig-
nificant progress in developing new 
treatments is being made. 

Much of the cutting-edge research on 
NF is being performed at the NF Clinic 
at Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston, which was founded in 1982 by 
Dr. Robert Martuza. It was one of the 
first clinics to recognize the unique 
multi-disciplinary problems that NF 
patients and their families face—and 
the vital role that a dedicated clinic 
plays in the research community. The 
McLain Hospital in Belmont, Massa-
chusetts also has a vital role in sup-
porting important research, particu-
larly for NF–2. 

One of the most difficult aspects of 
having NF, or caring for a patient with 
NF, is not knowing what the future 
will bring. Our lack of knowledge about 
the cause of the tumors associated 
with the disorder also makes the eval-
uation of potential therapies difficult. 
In association with Children’s Hospital 
of Boston and the House Ear Institute 
in Los Angles, the NF Clinic at MGH is 
participating in an international study 
to define the types of tumors most 
commonly associated with NF. 

Congress has a responsibility to pro-
vide these dedicated medical profes-
sionals and researchers with the re-
sources and support necessary to con-
tinue their lifesaving work. President 
Clinton has asked for increased funding 
to fight this disorder and many other 
neurological illnesses. 

We must also ensure that a person’s 
genetic information cannot be used as 
a basis for discrimination. To receive 
appropriate care for NF, patients must 
have access to genetic tests, free from 
the concern that the results of those 
tests will be used to discriminate 
against them in any way. 

I commend the dedicated researchers 
and physicians across the country for 

their commitment to this important 
issue, and I commend advocates like 
NF Inc. for their leadership. I look for-
ward to rapid progress in the years 
ahead, and I am confident that Con-
gress and the Administration will do as 
much as possible to support their all-
important efforts. Together, we can 
cure NF.

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Tuesday, 
May 9, 2000, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,662,962,880,861.72 (Five trillion, six 
hundred sixty-two billion, nine hun-
dred sixty-two million, eight hundred 
eighty thousand, eight hundred sixty-
one dollars and seventy-two cents). 

Five years ago, May 9, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,853,700,000,000 
(Four trillion, eight hundred fifty-
three billion, seven hundred million). 

Ten years ago, May 9, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,075,888,000,000 
(Three trillion, seventy-five billion, 
eight hundred eighty-eight million). 

Fifteen years ago, May 9, 1985, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,741,509,000,000 
(One trillion, seven hundred forty-one 
billion, five hundred nine million). 

Twenty-five years ago, May 9, 1975, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$515,471,000,000 (Five hundred fifteen 
billion, four hundred seventy-one mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of 
more than $5 trillion—
$5,147,491,880,861.72 (Five trillion, one 
hundred forty-seven billion, four hun-
dred ninety-one million, eight hundred 
eighty thousand, eight hundred sixty-
one dollars and seventy-two cents) dur-
ing the past 25 years. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

A TRIBUTE TO WASHINGTON 
STATE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 
SAMUEL H. SMITH 

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the long and exemplary 
service of Washington State University 
(WSU) President Samuel H. Smith and 
his wife Pat Smith. 

Samuel Smith has served as Presi-
dent of WSU since July of 1985, and he 
will be retiring at the end of the 
month. 

Under Dr. Smith’s leadership, the 
University has prospered. During his 
tenure, he strengthened the under-
graduate and graduate curricula and 
worked to increase opportunities for 
women and minorities. 

As a result of President Smith’s 
work, many programs at WSU have re-
ceived national and worldwide recogni-
tion. 

President Smith deserves special 
honor for expanding the number of peo-
ple who benefit from the University’s 
educational system and for bringing 

education at WSU into the Information 
Age. 

Dr. Smith established branch cam-
puses of WSU in Vancouver, the Tri-
Cities, and in Spokane, opening the 
doors of higher education to an even 
greater number of Washingtonians. 

These branch campuses serve transi-
tion communities, helping people build 
the skills and training they need to 
succeed in today’s workplace. Their 
lives are improving thanks to Dr. 
Smith’s vision. 

Dr. Smith was also instrumental in 
expanding educational opportunities to 
remote areas through WSU’s innova-
tive distance-learning programs. 

One of the clearest examples of the 
way WSU has grown during Dr. Smith’s 
tenure is the fact that more than one-
third of all WSU graduates in the Uni-
versity’s history were granted degrees 
by President Smith. 

Dr. Smith has also been a member of 
and a leader in many national edu-
cational organizations. He is the Chair 
of the National Association of State 
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges 
Board of Directors for 2000. He is also a 
member of the Kellogg Commission on 
the Future of State and Land-Grant 
Universities. 

He is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Western Governors Uni-
versity. He has also served as Chair of 
the Executive Committee of the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association. 
For his exemplary service, Dr. Smith 
has received many honors and awards 
for his work in these organizations. 

President Smith is a native of Sali-
nas, California, and holds bachelor’s 
and doctoral degrees in plant pathol-
ogy from the University of California 
at Berkeley and honorary doctoral de-
grees from Nihon University in Tokyo, 
Japan, and Far Eastern State Univer-
sity in Vladivostok, Russia. 

Mr. President, I also want my col-
leagues to know that Pat Smith has 
been an instrumental figure in the 
growth of Washington State Univer-
sity. 

From her position on the Washington 
State Arts Commission, she worked to 
expand the art collection and increase 
awareness of the WSU Museum of Art. 
She also serves on the boards of the 
Girl Scouts of the Inland Northwest 
and the United Way of Pullman, Wash-
ington. 

Mrs. Smith is also from Salinas, Cali-
fornia, and is a graduate of Salinas 
Union High School. She studied at 
Hartnell College in Salinas, California. 

Mr. President, as a citizen of Wash-
ington state and as an alumna of Wash-
ington State University, I could not be 
more proud of the great job that Presi-
dent Smith and Pat Smith have done 
in expanding educational opportunities 
for the people of my state and nation 
and making my alma mater an even 
brighter beacon of learning and oppor-
tunity. 
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